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Lingering over a coffee in one of Vienna's exquisite cafés can
prove irresistible — particularly in you have a sketchbook in hand...
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450 annuzal balls take place during the
carnival sesson in January and Febrsary,

a few key evenrs keep the cty waltzing
through the swmmer. The Life Ball -
Earope's biggest charity event for those with
HIV and AIDS = is held on 31 May, while
the Féte Impériale, or the Summer Ball

of the Spanish Riding Schoal, takes place
an 27 June, its 3,000 guests dancing in the
apen-aired courtyard of the Stallburg,

Bur ie's masic P after an this tap, The
Vienna State Opera is rencwned for the
breadih of les repertobre - in May and June
abane the company will perform neardy 20
warks, including Tosca, Le Travia, La
Clamenza di Tito and Mozart’s much-
Joved opera, The Magic Fluse. | haven't
booked in advance but T'm in luck: there’s
ane ticket Jeft for thae night’s performance

ViENNA, ASTRA
SATURDAY AFTERNGIN .

af Carmen. Bizet’s plaintive strains rise to
fill everv corner of the apera house’s domed
mditorium and six horeshoe-shaped tiers
Caught 1 in the stoev being enacted an
stage, 1 am transparted by the music, by this
beautiful theatre and by Vienna itself, which
15 winning me over ane delicious Wiener
melange a a time.

Through the ress of the weekend, each
coffechouse reveals another dimension to
the dity. In Cafe Saches, inside the five-
star Hotel Sacher, [ taste the eponymons
dessert thar has kepr sweet-oothed patrans
coming since 1832 < sacherarne, a decadent
chocalate sponge cake layered with apricot
s and chooalate icing. At Café Demel
| warch pastry chefs mould marzipan
creations, and a the Café Loopold Hawelka,
Jearn of the Austrian writers and ©



artists who frequented it in
the 19605 and "T0s, often
Joined by such esteemed
guests & Andv Warhal and
Arthur Miller

Wialking towards the Caté Impenial one
afternoon, [ stumble upan rows of vellow
tenes set up on the Karlsplatz, one of the
ciny’s largest squares. As the scent of freshly
grilled sausages and French fries wafts from
the stalls, street musicians taking partin the
annuaal Vienna Buskers Festival all the buasy
square with an eclectic mix of mvasic. These
are beeak-dancers and bear-boxers, violinists
and tambourine shakers in the shadow of
the magnificent baraque Kardskirche, and a
man playing a didgenidoo while tapping our
metallic melodies an a |\An-,;. AN msinsment
resembling an inverted steel drum.

o

Bul(knll the Café
Schwarzenbery that night,
1 find moee live music,
courtesy of 2 mastachioed

violinist and an accompanist

whose halo of red hair barely peeks our
abanve the wp of the balw grand piano,
| sketch quietly while the tables around me
are engaged in their private conversations

It's anlv when a woman requests Strauss’s
The Blue Danube and she and a friend
stand up to waltz that the room is brought
o artentioa. Our feer tap in tme; we hum
the famous medody as one; and together we
sway in our seats, swept up in a singular
vision of the city = a place rich an history and
tradition, bat as alive and present today as
twa musicians enchanting & aoffechouse on
a Sunday evening, @



